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TogeTher
“Together” is a fit name for this 
program. When young women 
religious are studying in a post-
graduate setting they could 
easily get lost in their academic 
work. This program calls them to 
live together, to pray together and 
to grow together.

Having only been a part of this program for a short time, 
I am continually impressed with how our six participants 
work to live well together and to support each other in 
their studies and in their struggles. They carefully plan 
ahead to celebrate each other’s birthdays and their 
congregational feast days. One Saturday, the group 
went together to a a Korean parish in North Chicago 
to celebrate Korean Thanksgiving Day. On one recent 
Sunday afternoon, they came “together” to the 5th 
Anniversary Luncheon of Bethany House of Hospitality, 
where one of them is currently doing her practicum.

Being part of the community at Catholic Theological 
Union (CTU) is a great opportunity to experience 
an ever-expanding sense of “Church”. Through 
participation in the common formation evenings and in 
other spiritual and social and academic opportunities 
at this revered place of study, these young women have 
availed themselves of many wonderful opportunities.   
Recently, the Bernardine Center at CTU offered a panel 
discussion with different points of view on the question 
of women and the diaconate.  As we participated in that 
evening, each of us reflected on the reality of women in 
our Church and came to give serious consideration to 
various opinions on that topic. 

I am happy to be partnering with CTU’s Professor 
Christina Zaker as we journey “together” these days. 
 
Advent blessings, 
 
Patricia Crowley, OSB 
Together Program Coordinator 

Hello Together Community Friends!

As Sr. Patricia Crowley mentioned, 
she and I are working closely 
together this year. I am the 
director of Field Education and 
teach in the Spirituality and Pastoral 
Ministry department at CTU. I have 
been the CTU representative on the Local 
Advisory Committee (LAC) since the beginning of 
the Together program. As a LAC member we give our 
suggestions and advice when the Program Coordinator 
has questions, wants feedback or needs any assistance. 
Although I am a lay person, my 30 years of ministry 
and formation work, including time directing a young 
adult post-graduate volunteer program, gives me some 
perspectives that are valuable for this advisory role. 

I really enjoy working with the Together community, 
and this year is delightful because each of the women 
are familiar since they have had some contact with me 
either as a student in one of my classes, or as a member 
of WITNESS, the student-run social justice group. We 
also enjoyed a Thursday evening community night with 
lots of reflection and conversation. 

It is an honor to work with the women during their time 
at CTU and to engage with the whole program as a 
member of the LAC. I am happy to serve Together in this 
way and look forward to its continued success. 

Peace,
 
Christina R. Zaker, DMin 
Director of Field Education and Assistant Professor
Catholic Theological Union 
 
 

an ever-expandIng SenSe of church

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE COMMUNITY?  
 

LEARN MORE. VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  
WWW.TOGETHER-FORMATION.COM



  /  3 

I am Sister Ji Choi, a temporary 
professed with the Sisters of Bon 
Secours. My community was founded 
by twelve women caring for the sick 
and dying from the French revolution 
in Paris, in 1824. As “Bon Secours” 
in French it means “good help,” 
our mission is to give good help to 
those in need. The Congregation 
continued to grow in the charism of 
compassion, healing, and liberation. 
The Sisters of Bon Secours today has 
expanded our charism from health 
care ministry to ministries in many 
different areas by responding to the 
need and cries in society.  

I have offered retreats, facilitated 
prayer sessions, and computer 
training sessions for low-income 
families during my formation years. 
Last summer I volunteered to help 
out migrants in one of the shelters 
in California that was facilitated by 
Catholic Charities. The ministries were 
great learning opportunities that 
made me experience various ways of 
serving God as well as growth in our 
Charisms. While doing my ministries, 
I felt a need for further education in 
theology to serve better. I enrolled in 
the Master of Arts in Pastoral Studies 
program at Catholic Theological 
Union (CTU) this year. 

For this Fall semester, I moved 
to Chicago to join the ‘Together’ 
program at CTU, which is associated 
with the Religious Formation 
Conference (RFC). It is a community 
program that allows temporary 
professed sisters to continue 
community life while studying 
full-time at CTU.  Currently, in the 
Together program, six sisters live 
together. 

Through this program, I am 
experiencing intercultural and 
inter-congregational community 
life because we have different 
cultural backgrounds and are from 
all different congregations. We learn 
from each other as the gifts and 
talents we bring are different. We 
grow in openness by sharing our own 
culture in the intercultural community 
life. 

As an inter-congregational 
community, we grow together by 
living the common charisms from 
our vows of religious life. Also, our 
community life becomes spiritually 
fuller and richer by sharing our 
individual spirituality and gifts of our 
own community. 

#TOGETHERCOMMUNITY

One of the most valuable and 
appreciated aspects of this program 
is that I am having another great 
opportunity to live with peers. It 
is the most invaluable experience 
because I do not have peers to live 
community life in my community. As 
peers, we understand our burden and 
struggle of balancing our school life 
and community life of the Together 
program and our own community. 
We encourage each other and have 
fun together. I think it is a great 
program for those who do not have 
peers in their own community, like 
myself. Studying at CTU and living in 
the Together program, I look forward 
to growing into a better religious, as 
a Sister of Bon Secours, to serve God 
and people in need with adequate 
theological knowledge.

Pictured above: Ji Choi, CBS 

 

Members of Together enjoy the Halloween mystery party Together and Youngmi’s Sisters at Korean Thanksgiving 

“One of the most valuable and appreciated aspects of this program is that I have a great opportunity to  
live with peers. It is the most invaluable experience because I do not have peers  

to live community life in my community.”
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This semester is more than halfway 
over and it has gone by quickly! The 
six of us are adjusting well to our new 
community as we welcomed Sister of 
Bon Secours, Ji Choi. 

This semester we have taken a more 
community-oriented and prayer-
oriented approach to Thursday 
formation nights. We invite a faculty 
member for dinner, they provide 
the prayer, and then we have a 
conversation. Guests this semester 
have included Sr. Barbara Reid, 
Chrissy Zaker, Kate Oxsen, and Sr. Pat 
Coughlin. 

In September we went to Korean 
Martyrs Parish for Chuseok, Korean 
Thanksgiving. Youngmi has two 
sisters who live and minister at 
the parish. It was a beautifully 
inculturated Mass celebration and we 
ate delicious traditional foods with 
the parish community afterwards. 
Youngmi’s sisters sent us home with 
a trunk full of food and we promised 

to come back another time for Mass 
and lunch. 

Three of our members are in ministry 
practicum this semester, so they are 
very busy. Pulane is at Bethany House 
and tells us about the latest antics 
the children are getting into. Kelly 
shares with us the prayer experiences 
she has with her college students 
at campus ministry. And Youngmi 
brings home leftover goodies from 
her ministry at Faith and Fellowship. 
We all enjoy the stories they bring 
home from their time in ministry and 
sometimes we even tag along. Many 
of us went to the 5 year anniversary 
celebration of Bethany House and 
sometimes one or two of us will join 
Kelly and the IIT students for prayer 
or Mass. 

In October, Jane had her 
comprehensive exams. We all took 
turns supporting her studying, 
listening to lectures, and editing 
outlines. When she passed the exams 

we all celebrated with a delicious 
meal. 

For Halloween several of us 
participated in a “mystery party” 
hosted by the Inter-Religious 
Formation program. We enjoyed 
getting to know new people, sharing 
a meal together, and solving the 
mystery. 

As the semester continues on 
we are looking toward a trip to 
the Christkindlmarket downtown 
and a community celebration of 
thanksgiving/advent/Christmas in 
early December since we are not all 
together for those holidays. We plan 
to have a whole day of good food, 
music, and hanging out.

Reflection by Nicole Varnerin, SND.

Pictured above: Together community 
attends CTU panel on “Women in the
Diaconate.”
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Questions? Please reach out.Questions? Please reach out.

Religious Formation Conference
Email: rfc@relforcon.org

Phone: 773.675.8362
1525 E. 53rd St | Suite 716

Chicago, IL 60615


