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Together

P ioneers : B old & F aithful

With the completion of their programs in May 2020, they will be remembered as pioneer women, sent forth by
their congregations to share in creating something new. We are grateful for their bold faith.

Little did I know when I wrote the spring edition of
this newsletter that a worldwide pandemic was about
to dramatically change life as we knew it. Even as we
anticipated the coming of spring, COVID-19 changed
everything.
Members of the Together community experienced
an abrupt closure of their journey together. Catholic
Theological Union (CTU) made the necessary but
difficult decision to close the academic building and
move all classes online. The city of Chicago stay-athome order heightened the possibility that students
could be quarantined in Chicago for an indefinite
time. Faced with difficult decisions themselves and in
consultation with each of their religious communities,
Sisters HaeRok, Sushma, and Tracy packed their
bags and returned to their community houses: Sister
HaeRok (Greensburg, SC) to the northside of Chicago;
Sister Tracy (SC) to Cincinnati, OH; and Sister Sushma
(SCN) to Nazareth, KY.
As you might imagine, the unpredictable and
unsettling nature of this time gave rise to a mixture
of emotions. The strong communal bonds and
relationships among the participants was a source
of strength as we dealt with our sadness knowing
that we would say goodbye to one another sooner
than we had hoped or planned. At the same time, we
received a great gift knowing that lifelong friendships
would continue.
I want to personally congratulate and thank Sisters
Sushma and Tracy for being the first class to enter
the Together program when it opened in August of
2018. Sister Sushma and Sister Tracy wholeheartedly
embraced the purpose and meaning of Together.
Their engagement manifested and embodied the
values at Together’s core: community, formation, and
study. With the completion of their programs in May
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2020, they will be remembered as pioneer women,
sent forth by their congregations to share in creating
something new. We are grateful for their bold faith.
And finally, it is with deep gratitude that I share
the news of my own unfolding journey. On June 5 I
completed my service as Program Coordinator for
the Together Program. I have learned a great deal and
been blessed beyond measure serving Together in its
inaugural years, 2018-2020.
I pray for the continued success and growth of the
Together program. I trust that future participants and
members of Together will receive the guidance and
love of the Holy Spirit in abundance.
Gratefully,

Karina Conrad, CDP
Application materials for the fall 2020 cohort are still
available! Visit the Together website:
www.together-formation.com

Interested in applying for the part-time
Together Program Coordinator position?
Learn more online:
www.relforcon.org
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Together
Theological Education

Formation

The goal of theological
education is to acquire a
foundation in theology,
scripture, and ministry and
apply it to one’s personal,
communal, and ministerial
life. Participants pursue
theological education through
their enrollment in a degree or
certificate program at CTU.

Participants engage in
formative elements such as
theological reflection, spiritual
direction, and experiences that
foster interpersonal skills for
community living, intercultural
capacities, effective
communication, and other
integrative learning.

Although we had to quickly pack up our living spaces and journey to our home communities,
we enjoyed the opportunities to live and learn together this semester.
Thank you to all who supported us and our Together journey!

Like the first disciples of Jesus, you too are being invited to leave a
comfortable place, to travel on unknown seas, and
to witness to the love of God.
-Marichui Bringas, CCVI
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Questions? Please reach out.
Religious Formation Conference
Email: rfc@relforcon.org
Phone: 773.675.8362
5401 S. Cornell Ave, Suite 304
Chicago, IL 60615
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