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While the five current Together participants are
now into their Spring Term at CTU (given that
this evening’s temperature in Hyde Park is an
anticipated 13 degrees, it is difficult to think of
this as “Spring Term”), the women are eager
to welcome additional members into their
community either in the summer or fall of 2022.

formation, and studying at Catholic Theological
Union!

If members of your Congregation would like
to engage in conversation with some of the
Together women, please register for an online
information session that will take place on
Tuesday, February 8th, at 1:00 p.m. CT. Learn for
yourself why these women are so enthusiastic
about living together, participating in ongoing

Maribeth Howell, OP, PhD, STD
Program Coordinator

I hope to see you online soon for one of our
virtual information sessions!
Peace,

Interested in joining the Together
community? Visit our website:
www.together-formation.com

L ights . C amera . A ction !
Together’s new video showcases the gift of community. Click here and take a peek!
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Kelly Williams, RSM writes: This semester
was an absolute gift. I appreciated living in a
community where everyone is studying as we
were able to support one another both leaning
on and lifting up, as the occasion called for it.
I have to say for me, one of the highlights was
decorating for Christmas. We played music,
shared stories, and created a cozy, festive
environment together! I am looking forward to
once again sharing courses with some of the
sisters in the program and the adventures we
will have!

Nicole Varnerin, SND writes: One of my favorite
moments in our Together community was
celebrating Thanksgiving together. Youngmi
and Pulane requested a true American
Thanksgiving. So Jane, Kelly, and I made
the works: turkey, stuffing, potatoes, green
bean casserole, homemade rolls, cranberry
sauce, and mandarin orange salad. Jane
even treated us to special cocktails, and Kelly
baked pies! But the best part wasn’t the food,
it was each person’s commitment to the
celebration of Thanksgiving. See, we could not
celebrate Thanksgiving on the day, because
of travel plans and ministry obligations. So we
celebrated a week and a half early. Determined
to give Youngmi and Pulane the whole
Thanksgiving experience, we watched old clips
of the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, still
in our pajamas, while I started on the turkey.
After we all got dressed, a turkey craft and
dance party got started. Then after dinner, we
committed to two movies and communal naps
on the couch. It is rare that we get a true day off
together from our studies, so it was special to

G ratitude

spend this day relaxing and having fun together.
I hope that we continue to make memories like
this as the year goes on.
Jane Aseltyne, IHM writes: One of my favorite
memories from the fall semester was when the
five of us went to the Christkindle Market in
downtown Chicago. We all dressed up in our
best Christmas gear (some of it even lit up!)
and enjoyed hot pretzels, mulled wine, and
shopping for fun Christmas gifts for our family
and friends. We ended the evening at one of my
favorite restaurants in the city, Wow Bao. It was
a lovely way to spend time together before the
Christmas break!
Pulane Makepe, CP writes: The Together
community has been a group of sisters which
has formed a bond in an organic way. The five
of us were really eager to see what we could
do and be together. Even though we come
from different communities, we brought our
full ourselves. Going through experiences in
our new setting, together, helped to bond
us. This semester I look forward to exploring
our gifts, appreciating our community
as a home, supporting and dreaming
together, and celebrating and discerning our
vocations in openness and with courage.

“I look forward to exploring our gifts,
appreciating our community as a home,
supporting and dreaming together, and
celebrating and discerning our vocations in
openness and with courage.”
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Sights from the
fall semester
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Questions? Please reach out.
Religious Formation Conference
Email: mhowell@relforcon.org
Phone: 313.319.1236
1525 E. 53rd St | Suite 716
Chicago, IL 60615
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